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Community Health

International Comparison

K. Davis, et al, Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, 2014 Update: How the U.S. Health Care System Compares 
Internationally, The Commonwealth Fund, June 2014.
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QUALITY OF CARE
IN THE UNITED STATES

Infant Mortality Rate

Source: OECD Health Database, June 2008 Version. U-15 average is the GDP weighted average.
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Infant 
Mortality

• In 2019, the Infant mortality rate was 5.75 deaths per 1000 live 
births

• 49% of deaths due to issues of pregnancy
• Pre-term delivery & Low birth weight

• African American, Native American, & Hispanic women are 
more likely to lose a baby at birth than European American 
women

• Risk of infant death in first year for African American mothers is 
double that of European American mothers

2014

Maternal 
Mortality

• Maternal mortality in U.S. is 17.4 deaths per 
100,000 births

• Higher than other developed countries who 
are seeing maternal mortality going down

• Maternal death rates among Native 
Americans is more than double that of 
European Americans

2017
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Life Expectancy at Birth

OECD (2014), "Life expectancy at birth" (indicator). DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/27e0fc9d-en. (Accessed on 16 September 2015).

Life Expectancy at Birth
(1980-2017)
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Adult Obesity

• Prevalence of obesity US is 42.4% (2018)

• Over last 20 years, obesity prevalence increased from 30.5% to 42.4%

• Obesity causes heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, and certain cancers

• Leading cause of preventable, premature death

• Medical cost of obestity in US $147 billion in 2008

• Racial disparity of obesity:
• 49.6% of African Americans
• 44.8% of Hispanics
• 42.2% of European Americans
• 17.4% of Asian Americans

Percent (%) 2017
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Source: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of data from: Nolte E, McKee C. Martin. Health Affairs “Measuring the Health of Nations: Updating 
an Earlier Analysis” Available at:  http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/27/1/58.long 
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Suicides • U.S. has highest suicide rate of comparable 
countries at 13.9 suicides per 100,000 persons

• Elevated suicide rate may indicate higher burden 
of mental illness & socioeconomic disparities

Deaths per 100,000 population (standardized rates)

BREAST 
CANCER 
SCREENING

U.S. has one of the highest rates for 
women ages 50 to 69 being screened 
for breast cancer.

2018Percent of females ages 50–69 screened (%)
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BREAST CANCER 
FIVE YEAR 
SURVIVAL RATE

• Since 1975, five-year survival rate for breast cancer has increased significantly

• Racial disparities in breast cancer remain
• African American women: 81%
• European American women: 92%

• African American women are diagnosed at later stages and have poorer stage-specific survival

• Possible factors:
• 25% of African Americans live in poverty
• 20% of African Americans lack health insurance (2010)

• Breast cancer patients who reside in lower-income areas have a lower five-year survival rate than those 
in higher-income areas at every stage of diagnosis.

2010-2014Percent (%)

Coronavirus Pandemic
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THE 
OPIOID 
EPIDEMIC

 Leading cause of death for 
Americans under age 50

The origins of the opioid epidemic 
began in the 1990s

Opioid deaths came in three 
distinct waves

Overdose Death Rates involving 
Opioids, 1999-2018

Any Opioid

Synthetic
Opioids

Heroin

Commonly 
Prescribed 
Opioids

Institutional Racism
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Ethics of Financing & 
Delivery of Health Care

Efficiency of Health Care System
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Percent of patients who spent "a lot of time on paperwork or disputes 
related to medical bills“

Source: The Commonwealth Fund (2014)
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Allocation of Health Care Spending

Source: Scheonman, Julie A. 2012. "The Concentration of Health Care Spending." Washington, D.C.: National Institute for Health Care 
Management Foundation.

Annual Premiums Rose 320%
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Insurance Costs Outpace Wages

DELAY OR 
FOREGO 
MEDICAL CARE 
DUE TO COST

• Adults in U.S. are more likely to report cost-related 
barriers to care

• Adults in worse health tend to delay medical care 
more often than their healthier counterparts because 
of costs 

• Cost-related barriers could exacerbate severity of 
COVID-19 outbreak – people will not seek treatment 
when sick

2016Percentage
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In 2010, 50 million 

Americans were uninsured 

– equal to the combined 

populations of Sweden, 

Austria, Switzerland, 

Denmark, Finland, Norway 

& Ireland

Uninsured Americans

Obamacare
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42 million

47 million
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Health Insurance Coverage
(percent of total population 2018)

National 
Healthcare 
spending
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Healthcare Spending Comparison

United States

Comparable Countries

PER CAPITA HEALTH SPENDING 
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Federal Spending
(2019 $4.4 trillion budget)

Source: Federal Budget in Pictures 2015. Figures have been rounded. Heritage.org. & Office of Management and Budget. Note: Income 
security and other benefits include federal employee retirement and disability, unemployment compensation, veterans benefits, food and 
housing assistance, and other federal income security programs.
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How Big is $4.4 Trillion Dollars?
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Projected Health Spending
(% of GDP)

2019
17.7%

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive

U.S. Population Age 65+

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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Medicare Enrollment 1970-2035
(millions)
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SOURCE: 2013 Annual Report of the Boards of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance and Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Funds.

Historical        Projected

Medicare Spending per Capita by Age
(dollars)

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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Federal Medicare Spending
(billions of dollars)
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SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office (CBO) Medicare Baseline, May 2013.

Federal Health Care Spending
(% of GDP)

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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Medicare Beneficiaries vs Contributors

28.4
34.3

39.7

47.7

64.3

81.5

0

20

40

60

80

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030

Number of Beneficiaries

4.0
3.8

3.4

2.8

2.3

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

2000 2007 2010 2020 2030

Number of workers per 
beneficiary

SOURCE: 2013 Annual Report of the Boards of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance and Federal Supplementary 
Medical Insurance Trust Funds.

General Tax Revenue Transfer to Medicare and Social 
Security
(% of income tax revenue)
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President Obama on healthcare

“Our health care system is placing an unsustainable burden on taxpayers. When 
health care costs grow at the rate they have, it puts greater pressure on 
programs like Medicare and Medicaid. If we do nothing to slow these 
skyrocketing costs, we will eventually be spending more on Medicare and 
Medicaid than every other government program combined. Put simply, our 
health care problem is our deficit problem. Nothing else even comes close. 
Nothing else.” 

President Barack Obama - Joint Sessions of Congress - June 9, 2009
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U.S. Publicly Held Debt
(% of GDP)

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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Federal Spending and Revenue
(% of GDP)

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive

Federal Discretionary Spending

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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Projected Net Interest
(billions of dollars)

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive

All Taxes May be Used for Entitlement Programs 
and Debt Interest Payment

Sources: Congressional Budget Office and Office of Management and Budget. From "Fix the Debt Chart 6, Federal Budget in 
Pictures 2014. heritage.org.
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